Long-term survival in small cell lung cancer with superior vena caval obstruction.
Two patients were diagnosed with small cell lung cancer and superior vena caval obstruction. Successful palliation of symptoms with significant reduction in size of the intrathoracic lesion was achieved with radiation therapy and chemotherapy. Treatment resulted in complete remission with long-term (more than 3 years) survival. These two cases affirm the fact that, despite the generally recognized poor prognosis of small cell lung cancer associated with this syndrome, aggressive therapy can sometimes provide rewarding results.